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Hotels are 
back in town 
FEW PEOPLE NOW DOUBT THAT THE HOTEL MARKET 
IN POLAND IS RECOVERING. BUT AJ3 INVESTORS 
RETURN TO THE MARKET THE MAIN QUESTION IS, 
WHERE WILL THE F'UTURE GROWTH BE 
CONCENTRATED? 

T bo6e wbo auended the 
3rd CE Bole! Invostmcmt 
Con!erenoe were tTeated 

to a broad overview or the 1t.ato ot 
the market. Fredruic Le Flchoux. 
Cushman & Wakelleld'a head ot 
bospltality ror the CEE region. en· 
tbused that "tho money's ba<:k". 
However, he also noted that the ro
oovery was DOt uniform nc:l"'88 
the region. Altbougb be deeorlbed 
the Warsaw market as "IDAture". 
be al.9o declared tbat "Brni.IBJava 18 
a dead market Cor me..,. 

Currently many three star ho
tels in Poland tumJ the criteria 
or tour star hotels. AU tbe pM· 
t!o!pants in tbe days finlt die· 
ouss!on. which was entitled 
'Business Economy Hotels- New 
Trends' and moderated by Janusz 
Mltulskt. a partner at Horwath 
HTL, noted how tile standards 
or four star hoteJs are sooping 
down into the three star se~r· 
ment. A8 Krzysztof Potockl. pree· 
ldent or the board or B&B Ho· 
tels put it: "People don't want 
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to sleep worse tban they do u 
home.· Runo Askevold, CEO of 
Puro Hotela. oompared his oom· 
p~ to a budget airline, from 
Ill focus on cost-cutting to ill 
wide use of computer check·ios. 
Other members or the panel in· 
eluded Jim Murp~y. CEOofPl'Om 
Group. and David Heijllgers. de
velopment manager of Louvre 
Hotcla In Poland. 

In the next discussion, all 
the panellists considered the con· 
ferenoo Industry vital for attract· 
!ng foreign buatnesa t ravellers 
to tho oounLry. However, two 
requlremente need to be ful· 
Oiled. Flrstl.)l, Poland has a need 
for vonuea t~at can bost large 
ovonte. When the construction 



work is completed, the national 
stadium in Warsaw - as Rafal 
Gtowacki, t.he national stadium's 
advisor to the board for custom
er service, pointed out- will pro
vide a conference venue that will 
have around 15 or 16 events of 
more than 5,000 people every 
year. It will also contain ten con
ference rooms. Alex Kloszewski, 
Colliers International's head of 
hospitality, was the discussion's 
moderator. while the other par
ticipants Included Guy Simmons, 
associate director of hospital
ity at Colliers International. 
Bartlomiej Walas, vice president 
of the Polish Tourist Organisa
tion,andSlawomirWr6blewskl ... of Meetings Poland. 
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The discussion on renovating 
hotels was moderated by Tomasz 
Daniecki, Cushman & Wa.kefield's 
bead or project management . 
He was joined by Mariusz 
Kubal, managing director or 
Puhit . Zbigniew Paszkowsk:i, 
from the Urbicon architectural 
stuillo. Leszek Ml~kowski. cO· 
owner of Dobry Hotel. Knysztof 
Kaniewski (l'()m Historic Hotels 
of Poland and Jacek Czepczyk, 
the general manager of t he 
Europejskl Hotel. Zbigniew Pasz
kowski agreed that renovating 
listed buildjngs could turn out 
to be a nightmare. but pointed 
out that despite t he costs en
tailed, such hotels could be very 
successful. 

The day firushed with a dis· 
cu.ssion on condo-hotels. Those 

debating the topic of thls niche 
•narket Included RafsJ Szub
starski. the editor in cnief 
or the magazine 'Hotela..rz·. 
Karolina Zelawska-Pala.sz, direc
tor or the structured rmance de· 
pm·tment of Bank Pekao. Jan 
Wr6blewski, board member of 
Zdrojowa Invest, Radosfaw 
Borek, the sales and market· 
l ng ill rector or the Condohotel.s 
Group, and Jacek Twat•dowski. 
managing director of the Kr is
tensen Group. 

The mood of the conference 
was bullish , as many discussed 
their future investment plans. 
But after all was said and done, 
what emerged most clearly was 
tbat the revitalised hotel market 
is not going to be quite the same 
as once it was. • AH 
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